A Community that works together to help each child reach his/her potential.

Parent Guidelines
to OQutcome Based
Report Cards

These parent guidelines were developed
to assist teachers in preparing student
outcome based report cards in grades 1
and 2. The report card provides a sum-
mary of a student’s achievement of the
JRW essential outcomes as determined
by each grade level. However, the re-
port card should serve as only ONE
component of a comprehensive system
of communicating student progress.
Communication can come in many other
forms including: homework assignments,
notes, phone calls, conferences, e-mails,
projects, portfolios, newsletters, school
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What is the purpose of an
outcome-based report card?

Why are we implementing an
outcome-based report card?

What are some general
guidelines when using an
outcome-based report card?

How will students earn grades
on an outcome-based report
card?

Achievement



Dear Parents:

Every child grows and devel-
ops through stages at his/her
own rate. Children in the same
grade may differ widely. How-
ever, there are expectations
(outcomes) for students to have
mastered by the end of each
year. A child’s report card can
bring feelings of pride and ex-
citement; it can also cause
anxiety and uncertainty. Most
importantly, it is a time for
parents and students to reflect
on past achievements, chal-
lenges, and work habits. It is
also a great opportunity for
parents to partner with their
children and teachers to deter-
mine paths for future academic
and social growth. Regardless
of the grades your child brings
home, focus first on the posi-
tive. Find your child’s
strengths through the report
card. This brochure is struc-
tured in a question and answer
format. These are the ques-
tions that we feel parents may
have as we transition to a new
way of reporting student pro-
gress. As with any school is-
sues if you have additional
questions, please contact me at
school.

Sincerely,

Christine L. Pruski, Principal
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Why are we implementing an
outcome-based report card?

Outcome -based reporting

helps to improve student

achievement by focusing the

four critical questions of a Pro-

fessional Learning Commu-

nity:

e What do we want students
to know?

e« How will we know that they
have learned it?

e What will we do if they
haven’t learned it?

e What will we do if they al-
ready know it?

Grades based on curriculum
standards become triggers for
action. Outcome based grades
help teachers plan their in-
struction so they can challenge
and support all students. They
help parents know the aca-
demic areas in which a student
meets or exceeds expectations,
needs challenge, or needs sup-
port.

What is the purpose of an out-
come-based report card?

The Report Card is a quarterly
summary report of student
achievement towards meeting
essential outcomes. It is the
evaluation of a student’s
achievement based on the
grade-level outcomes which
specify what a student should
know and be able to do at a
specific grade level.

Teachers will be collecting evi-
dence of student achievement
each quarter to support their
evaluation.

How can | help my child to
achieve the grade level out-
comes?

Take care of your child’s social,
emotional, and physical health.

Every child needs a balanced
schedule of activities.

Know what the standards are—
what your child is expected to do.

Know what kind of homework is
expected of your child and de-
velop a routine for homework.

Show interest in your child’s
school activities.

Listen, converse, plan and cele-
brate with your child.

Make reading a natural part of
your child’s daily routine.

Read to your child. Have your
child read to you.

Read and discuss books.

Have books, magazines, and
newspapers in the home.

Borrow books and magazines
from the library.

Discuss current events.

Allow your child to express opin-
ions about what’s happening in
the community and the world.

Encourage activities that involve
problem solving.

Let your child participate in find-
ing solutions to problems by ask-
ing for suggestions and com-
ments.

Expose your child to new cultural,
environmental, and social experi-

ences that support and stimulate

learning.



How will students earn grades on an outcome-based report card?

The scale that will be used to measure progress is outlined below. These descriptors will be found on
the report card. Below is a description of each mark and when it is appropriate to give each one.

4 Advanced: Student was able to provide evidence of going beyond what was taught.

3 Proficient: Student is able to independently meet the established local benchmark.

2 Basic: Student needed some small group assistance or re-teaching in order to meet the established
local benchmark

1: Requires support: Required significant teacher support to meet the established local benchmark

NY: Not Yet Meeting Standard: Despite significant interventions student was not able meet
established local benchmark

N/A: Not applicable: Not assessed during this grading period.

Profi czen.c y Level Possible Indicators
Scale Descriptors
4 Student was able to provide evi- The Student:
Advanced dence of going beyond whatwas | « Demonstrates evidence of knowledge that was not
taught. part of a lesson intended for the entire class.
e Uses an alternative spelling list because of perform-
ance on a pre-test
e Reads text that is far above the expectations for cur-
rent grade level
3 Student is able to independently | The Student: _
Proficient meet the established local bench- | ¢ Demonstrates achievement of the benchmark at the
mark. expected level.
o Works independently to accomplish benchmark goals
2 Student needed some small group | 1he Student: _
Basic assistance or re-teaching in order ° Dem_onstrates ac_:h|evement of the benchmark, but
to meet the established local required reteaching.
benchmark ¢ Needed some remediation in order to reach cut score
on summative assessment.
1 Required significant teacher sup- | 1€ Student: _
Requires port to meet the established local . Demonjstr'e?tes achlevement of the benchmark only
support benchmark after significant reteaching from teacher or other staff
member.
e Requires multiple layers of support throughout the day
to be successful
NY SD,:JZF;';? zgg'ggﬁgt:gt‘;gg?g?;b At the conclusion of this marking period, the student has
Not Yet Meeting | jished local benchmark not yet reached the established benchmark.
Standard
NA Not assessed during this grading
period.
Not Applicable at
this time




