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   On Thursday March 4, Somonauk Schools will host our first 

ever “State of  the District” event.  The purpose of  this event 

is to inform the parents and community about the priorities 

of  the district as well as the changes that we are most proud 

of.  In these difficult economic times it is critical for us to 

keep student learning at the forefront of  all we do.  In order 

to prepare for this event we are asking all participants to pre- 

register at www.somonauk.net.  Please complete all regis-

tration online for the event by Monday, February 15th. 

This will allow us to balance sessions and determine which 

break out sessions are most popular. Each participant will at-

tend the Professional Learning Communities session and then 

please choose other sessions based on your interest.  Descrip-

tions are available on the next page for all of  the break out 

sessions. On March 4th, registration will begin at 5:45 p.m. 

with sign-in and participants will receive their schedule for the 

evening. 
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DISTRICT #432  

MISSION 

 STATEMENT 

 

A Community That 

Works Together to 

Help  Each Child 

Reach His/Her  

Potential 

Inaugural  

 

 

event 

Thursday March 4 

6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Somonauk Middle School  
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   BREAK OUT SESSIONS 

 

Professional Learning Communities (PLC):  What is it we want our students to learn? 

How will we know when each student has learned it? How will we respond when some 

students don’t learn? What do we do when students already know what we want them to 

learn? Learn how teachers use this information in PLCs each day. 

Reporting Progress: Learn how communicating student progress has changed from a 

very traditional report card to a report card that gives specific feedback on performance 

on grade level outcomes. 

School Funding 101:  Ever wonder how schools receive their money?  This session will 

focus on the roles of local, state, and federal sources of income for the district and how 

that money must be expended. 

Assessment: PSAE, ISAT, PLAN, MAP, RTI….what does it all mean?  This session will 

reveal how these multiple measures of student progress are used to make decisions at the 

district, school and classroom level.  

Technology in the classroom: Teachers will be demonstrating the use of SMART 

boards and student response systems to involve students in learning. 

Facilities and the future: This session will review the 2007 Master Facilities Plan for 

the district, facility use and the possibilities for the future. 

STATE OF THE DISTRICT REGISTRATION 
 

   Register at www.somonauk.net. Please complete name, tele-

phone and e-mail information. All participants will attend the 

Professional Learning Communities session. Please rank your 

choices for the other sessions on the online form and then sub-

mit the form. On March 4th, registration will begin at 5:45 

p.m. where participants will receive their schedules for the 

evening. 



 

Preschool Screening and Kindergarten Registration 
 

 Preschool screening and Kindergarten registration 

will be held on Thursday, March 11th and Friday, March 

12th at St. John’s Lutheran Church on Green Street 

(behind the fire station). Children aged 3, 4, and 5 are 

eligible for screening. The areas of screening include vi-

sion, hearing, speech, and development. Screening is an 

excellent opportunity for parents and educators to dis-

cuss skills that are necessary for early school success. In 

order for children to be considered for our preschool pro-

grams, they must be screened on these dates. Appointments can be made 

by calling (815)498-2314 ext 233.  Please be prepared with your child’s 

name, birth date, desired date and appointment time, and most impor-

tantly your phone number. 

 

 Kindergarten registration for the 2010-2011 school year will be held 

at the same time and location. Children must be 5 on or before Septem-

ber 1st, 2010 to be registered for Kindergarten. Parents need to bring their 

child’s county birth certificate and social security number to registration.  

In accordance with state law, hospital birth certificates are not accept-

able. If you are new to the district, you will also need to show proof of 

residency at this time. This is done by filling out a Certificate of Resi-

dence form and showing at least three of the following: 

    1. Driver’s license 

    2. Home ownership title or deed 

    3. Apartment lease 

    4. Voter registration 

    5. Utility bills (water, gas, electric) 

    6. Automobile insurance 

     Parents with questions or concerns about children aged 2 ½ or younger 

may also call the above number for a screening appointment. 
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IVVC STUDENTS HIGHLIGHTED 

 IN “A DAY IN THE LIFE” 
 

    The Indian Valley Vocational Center has highlighted students this year 

providing an overview of “A Day in the Life” of students attending 

IVVC. Connor Smith and Jill Ferguson were highlighted this month. 

 

Culinary Arts – 8:50 a.m.  

Connor, from Somonauk High School, explained 

that today a chef from Robert Morris College is 

giving a cooking demonstration and encouraging 

the students to be creative when they cook.  For in-

stance, the chili he was demonstrating had secret 

ingredients -cocoa and vanilla!  The students were allowed to participate 

in the demonstration by doing some of the prep work and then were all 

lucky enough to get a small bowl of the completed chili.  Very yummy!  

Connor likes working hard every day and finds it refreshing to take Culi-

nary Arts in the morning  

 

Hospitality Management - 12:56 p.m. 

Jill, from Somonauk High School, said that the 

Hospitality Management students were finishing 

watching an “I Care” training video, supplied by 

the Best Western Corporation.  After the web 

training was completed, all students will be tak-

ing a 50 question online exam, and then finishing other chapter work.  

The hotel activity for today was to set up the Little Rock Creek room for 

a function later in the week. This would include setting up tables, chairs, 

and making food set up preps. Jill really enjoys working in the hotel in-

dustry and her future plans include getting a two-year degree first, then a 

BA and continuing to work in the industry. If you ever need to book a 

room at the Timber Creek Inn and Suites, please ask for Jill at the front 

desk! 
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Illinois CHIP Program 

 
     Meteor Lodge #283 Ancient Free and Accepted Mason’s of Sand-

wich will be holding an Illinois Child Identification Program at the 

Somonauk Preschool and Kindergarten registration on Thursday, March 

11th and Friday, March 12th at St. John’s Lutheran in Somonauk. The 

appointment times are Thurs. from 10:00 to 6:30p.m. and on Fri. from 

8:00 to 1:00p.m. After screening and Kindergarten registration, parents 

are welcome to participate in this program held by experts as the 

“premier child identification program.” Parents are given a color photo, 

DNA sample, fingerprints, and a recorded interview with the child. The 

IL CHIP program keeps only the parental permission form. Unlike 

screening, children from 2-18 are eligible and is free. 

 

SOMONAUK EDUCATION BOOSTERS NEEDS YOU!! 
 

      Somonauk Education Boosters (SEB) is seeking candidates for 

available officer positions during the 2010-2011 school year: Vice Presi-

dent and Treasurer.  If you have a child who attends any of the 

Somonauk Schools, you are a member of SEB.  Anyone interested in ei-

ther one of these positions, please contact Christy Pruski, JRW principal 

at 498-2338.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
February 9       Special Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. at SMS on  

                           Board budget reductions for 2010-2011 

February 11       Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences 2-8 p.m 

February 12-15   Winter Break; School Resumes February 16th 

February 16        Drive Through Pork Chop Dinner at SHS 

February 22        Board of Education Meeting 7:00 p.m. SMS 

March 4        STATE OF THE DISTRICT Save the date!! 
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DRIVE THRU PORK CHOP DINNER  

SPONSORED BY SPORTS BOOSTERS 

     The Somonauk Sports Boosters will be holding their an-

nual “Fat Tuesday” Drive Thru Pork Chop Dinner on Tues-

day, February 16, 2010, from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the 

Somonauk High School.  

      Entry should be made off of LaSalle Street (horseshoe) 

this year. Each meal includes 2 pork chops, baked beans, 

cole slaw, applesauce and a roll. Tickets cost $9.00 per 

meal (presale) and $10.00 at the door (limited number). 

 

 

     BOARD OF EDUCATION  

SPECIAL MEETING 

 

Tuesday, February 9, 2010 

 at 6:30 p.m.  

Somonauk Middle School Cafeteria 

 
     The Board will present budget reduction possibilities for the 

2010-2011 school year. Several community meetings and em-

ployee meetings have been held to give the Board and administra-

tion input on how to increase revenues and decrease expenditures.  
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